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Today¾s Game Plan
We're going to:

U  Discover how accessibility opens up your website to 
more people.

À  Learn clear, actionable SEO tips to make your events, 
stories, and resources easier to find online.

v  Look at a real website makeover4what was broken, 
how it was fixed, and what tools made it possible.

o  Walk away with a practical checklist and free tools to 
start improving your site right away.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Why Accessibility Matters
Quick Statistic

1 in 4 adults in the U.S. has a 
disability

That¾s over 61 million people who 
may face barriers online

Source

Inclusive Design

Supports users with:

Visual, hearing, motor, or cognitive 
differences

Aging populations

Mobile & screen reader users

Neurodiverse and multilingual users

The <Curb Cutî Effect

Accessible design helps everyone

High contrast = easier to read on 
mobile

Captions = better in loud 
environments

Keyboard nav = helpful for power 
users and people with motor 
limitations

https://www.cdc.gov/disability-and-health/articles-documents/disability-impacts-all-of-us-infographic.html
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What is a curb cut?
A curb cut is the small ramp built into sidewalks at street 
intersections, originally designed to make cities more 
accessible for people using wheelchairs.

The "Curb Cut" Effect - describes how accessibility 
features initially designed for people with disabilities, like 
curb cuts, often benefit a wider range of people, including 
those without disabilities.
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Accessibility & The Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA)
¢  ADA Applies to Websites

ADA requires that public spaces 4 including websites 4 are accessible to people with disabilities.

v  Cultural & Nonprofit Organizations Are Included

Nonprofit organizations, like for-profit businesses, are subject to ADA compliance when they provide 
goods or services to the public.

Your website is an extension of your public service.

If someone can¾t access your site, it¾s like being blocked at the front door.

�  Compliance = The Web Content Accessibility Guidelines Standards

The Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) are the current standard.

Most lawsuits reference WCAG 2.1 Level AA.

¦  Why It Matters

4,600+ ADA digital accessibility lawsuits filed in 2023 (source)

Beyond lawsuits: it¾s about doing right by your community

https://3280432.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/3280432/2024-ADA-Report-Digital-Accessibility-Lawsuits.pdf
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Accessibility in Action 3 Let¾s Fix This Site
https://yourwebsitechecklist.com/non-accessible-example/
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At first glance&
It doesn't look like anything is wrong with the site right? Let's take a closer look using a couple different 
tools.

WAVE by WebAIM - https://wave.webaim.org/

PageSpeed Insights - https://pagespeed.web.dev/

https://wave.webaim.org/
https://pagespeed.web.dev/
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WAVE by WebAIM
wave.webaim.org
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WAVE Results
https://wave.webaim.org/report#/https://yourwebsitechecklist.com/non-accessible-example/
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WAVE Results Continued
On WAVE the most important information is 
located under "Details" which we see:

Errors

Contrast Errors

Clicking on each icons scrolls you to the location 
that contains the problem.
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PageSpeed Insights
https://pagespeed.web.dev/

https://pagespeed.web.dev/
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PageSpeed Insights Results
https://pagespeed.web.dev/analysis/https-yourwebsitechecklist-com-non-accessible-example/ci8rmudzqb?

form_factor=mobile

https://pagespeed.web.dev/analysis/https-yourwebsitechecklist-com-non-accessible-example/ci8rmudzqb?form_factor=mobile
https://pagespeed.web.dev/analysis/https-yourwebsitechecklist-com-non-accessible-example/ci8rmudzqb?form_factor=mobile
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PageSpeed Insights Results Continued
On PageSpeed Insights there are a lot of 
important information we can use but more if 
we're focused on Accessibility we can:

See our total score out of 100

Warning and errors we need to fix to improve 
the score.
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So what are some of the 
accessibility problems on the 
site?
https://yourwebsitechecklist.com/non-accessible-example/

What the tools picked up:

Missing alternative text (alt tags) on images.

Color contrast between background and text.

What the tools didn't pick up:

In proper usages of heading tags (H1 - H6).

Hard to read text with cases and capitalization.

Non-clear actionable buttons.

Images aren't properly named (filename)
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Let's Take a Look at the Site Again, But Better
https://yourwebsitechecklist.com/accessible-example/
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WAVE Results
https://wave.webaim.org/report#/https://yourwebsitechecklist.com/accessible-example/
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PageSpeed Insights Results
https://pagespeed.web.dev/analysis/https-yourwebsitechecklist-com-accessible-example/msh1m2jb4l?form_factor=mobile

https://pagespeed.web.dev/analysis/https-yourwebsitechecklist-com-accessible-example/msh1m2jb4l?form_factor=mobile
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What did we change?
https://yourwebsitechecklist.com/accessible-example/

Made the leading text an H1 (which is also good for SEO)

Set a max width onto the text so it stayed in a readable spot

Added an overlay to the image and some text shadow to make the text pop and easier to read

Our buttons also have more context to them

Our buttons also have WCAG AA and WXAG AAA

Believe it or not we also have a dark background behind this image.

Our heading text has been swapped to an H2 

We removed the full uppercase from the heading to make it easier to read

Our text follows normal capitalization making it easy to follow

Our buttons also have more context to them

Our buttons also have WCAG AA and WXAG AAA

Our heading text has been swapped to an H2

Our images have ALT tags and are properly named

The one with the logs use to be "pexels-khaydenarts-923167-2048x1365.jpg" and now it is "brown-tree-logs.jpg" 

Some CMS optimize images so you may see links like "brown-tree-logs-2048x1365.jpg" and that's okay.

Our ALT tag for this image is also "Brown tree logs"

We added an overlay and a dark background behind the image making it easy to read the text

The text color has also been changed from black to white

Changed the background color to be more ADA compliant

Updated the button to a different color so it didn't blend in to the background to much
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WCAG AA & WCAG AAA
Which one is more important?

The minimal level required that is legally accepted is 
WCAG AA.

Aiming for AAA isn't a bad thing but will give you the 
highest and most optimal accessibility level.

We can check colors with this tool: 
https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/.

https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
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Alternative Text
ALT Text / ALT Tags 

It's important because it helps screen readers describe 
images to visually impaired users

Add context to the site, not just provide a description for 
the image

Improves SEO
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Good ALT text describes the image.
If you were trying to describe an image to someone over the phone, how would you do it in a way that'll 

help them understand what the image is about?
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Bonus: accessiBe ADA Compliance Checker
https://accessibe.com/accessscan

Great tool to get a birds eye view on much more in-depth issues.

https://accessibe.com/accessscan
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Actionable Goals
5 things you can do to easily improve your website 
accessibility.

Renaming image files and providing ALT text. 

Keeping color contrast compliant by having a passing 
score for WCAG AA.

Having buttons be clear and descriptive.

Proper uses of headings (H1 - H6).

Proper uses of text capitalization for readability.
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Why SEO Should Matter to 
Your Mission
�  What is SEO, really?

SEO = Search Engine Optimization

It¾s how people find your website on Google and other 
search engines

It¾s not about tricking the algorithm4it¾s about helping 
people find what they¾re already searching for

53% of all website traffic comes from organic search. 
(source)

https://www.seoinc.com/seo-blog/much-traffic-comes-organic-search/
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No seriously, don't trick the algorithm.
Many people use a trick called "keyword stuffing" to try and boost their ranking. This leads to unnatural, 

unreadable content, and poor user experience. Google flags and penalizes sites for this.
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Seriously try reading it.

Keyword Stuffing Version

Welcome to The Kinleaf Project, your destination 
for nature protection. The Kinleaf Project focuses 
on nature protection through nature protection 
programs. Our nature protection team at The 
Kinleaf Project is committed to nature protection 
education and nature protection advocacy. 
Support nature protection by joining The Kinleaf 
Project today.

Non-Keyword Stuffing Version

At The Kinleaf Project, we protect natural habitats 
through community-driven conservation, 
education, and advocacy. Whether it¾s restoring 
wetlands or promoting native plant growth, our 
mission is to create a healthier, more resilient 
environment for future generations.
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Simple Fixes That Help People Find You
Some of these we already covered in accessibility

Proper heading tags (H1 - H6)

Proper ALT text and image names

Make your website mobile friendly

Make sure your website loads fast by optimizing content such as images and videos

Write proper meta titles and descriptions

Set up and optimize your Google My Business profile

Have your developer add in Schema Markup

Write meaningful content

Lots more that are just too much to cover in a single talk/presentation
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Meta Title and Description

We see these each time we search for something.

The Meta Title is the Title of the Page

The Description is what goes underneath it

The length for the description normally varies every once in a blue moon as Google experiments 
and changes their algorithm.

These are important because they control how you site appear to other users when they search. If 
you page titles and descriptions don't match your content, chances are people won't find them.

There's something similar called "Open Graph" which is very similar to Meta Titles and Descriptions. 
This is how your content embeds on social media platforms.
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Google My Business

Having a Google My Business profile is important 
for Local SEO.

Shows your org in local map results and the 
"near me" searches

Lets you control what shows up in the sidebar 
on Google 

If you don't have one sometimes people 
make suggestions for you and that's what 
ends up displaying instead

Keeping your profile updated keeps you 
relevant and that traffic also flows back to 
your site.

Getting good review puts you higher up on the 
recommendations list.
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Schema Markup
This is where it gets a bit technical&

Structured data that adds extra meaning to your 
website¾s content

A hidden layer of code that search engines like Google 
can read

Uses formats like JSON-LD to describe events, people, 
places, articles, and more

Recommended by Google for improving how your 
content appears in search results

We've worked on sites that saw 20% increase in traffic 
because they added in schema mark up. Don't quote us, 
it's all a science at the end of the day!
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Schema Markup Example

<script type="application/ld+json">
{
  "@context": "https://schema.org",
  "@type": "Event",
  "name": "Wetland Restoration Volunteer Day",
  "startDate": "2025-04-20T09:00",
  "endDate": "2025-04-20T15:00",
  "eventAttendanceMode": "https://schema.org/OfflineEventAttendanceMode",
  "eventStatus": "https://schema.org/EventScheduled",
  "location": {
    "@type": "Place",
    "name": "Kinleaf Preserve",
    "address": {
      "@type": "PostalAddress",
      "streetAddress": "123 Greenway Ln",
      "addressLocality": "Lindenhurst",
      "addressRegion": "IL",
      "postalCode": "60046",
      "addressCountry": "US"
    }
  },
  "image": [
    "https://kinleaf.org/images/wetland-volunteer-day.jpg"
  ],
  "description": "Join The Kinleaf Project for a hands-on day of wetland restoration and community connection.",
  "organizer": {
    "@type": "Organization",
    "name": "The Kinleaf Project",
    "url": "https://kinleaf.org"
  }
}
</script>
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Honestly whenever I mention anything with code 
this is what a lot of people picture.

To be fair, I code and I still picture this.
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SEO Takeaways
If it's two things you should takeaway from this short SEO segment that you can do right away it is:

Properly title and describe your pages (most CMS has this built in for you to edit).1.

Create or update your Google My Business profile (you do need a physical address/location to have 
one)

2.
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Q&A Time
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Thank You!
All links (with extras) and this presentation will be posted on:

yourwebsitechecklist.com

Contact Info
IDE Interactive, Inc.

2945 W. Peterson Ave Suite 103
Chicago, IL 60659

tony@ideinteractive.com

ideinteractive.com

312-877-6154
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